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Evolution best describes the development of the M6OA1 Pafton tank. Inspired by the
M26 Pershing and a direct descendent of the M46IM471M48 development process, the
M6r0was designed to counter the heavily armed Russian T-54 of the mid-fifties.

Resembling an M48, the M6O carried more fire power in the form of a 105 mm can-
non and had a greater r.rnge due to its diesel engine. In addition, the turret was com-
pletely redesigned into a more elongated shape. The rangefinder lmechanism was
changed from the troublesome stereoscopic variety to a much better coincidence ran-
gefinder. The basic shape of the hull was modified to give greater armor protection in
the frontal area.

The recent addition of passive armor has made the M6OAI into a highly effective
main battle tank with superior defensive arrnor. Proven in action by the Israeli army,
the US Ar-y designed its own reactive armor system that can be mounted on the Pat-
ton.When hit by arr enemy round, larger than a rifle bullet, the passive armor explodes,
deflecting the incoming cannon or grenade projectile. Of course, being expendable any
"used" passive armor blocks must be replaced before seeing any action again.

The M6OA1 Paftoncarries a crew of four men; is armed with a 105 rrun cannon, one
5O caliber machine gun and one 7.62 rnrn machine gun. It can travel at a maxirnum
speed of 3O miles pel hour and has a rtrnge of 3OO rniles. Weighing a 1O2,OOO pounds
when combat ready, The Patton definitely meets the qualification for a heavy tank.
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U.S. M9 DoZER BLADE

The value of a bulidozer for removing obstacles or debris became clear in World War 2. The advantage of having such a device
mounted on a combat tank, which in the mean time retained its fire power, was even greater. ln World War 2, dozer blades were
mounted on the M4 Sherman which on many occasions came to the aid of standard convoys while under fire. capable of anticipating
any hostile threat. After World War 2, dozer blade kits were mounted to the A/146 and lt/t47 tanks to further improve the system. When
the M48 and M60 tank became available, a standardized newly bulldozer blade assembly was fitted and more test runs were
accomplished until the late 1960's. The M9 dozer blade became the standard configuration of the U.S. Forces.

Der Wert eines Dozer Blades ftr die Abschaffung von Hlndernissen oder Trummern wurde klar im zweiten Weltkrieg. Der Vorteil
dadurch, daB man eine solche Vorrichtung an einem l(ombatpanzer montrerte, der seine Feuerkraft behielt. war enorm. lm zweiten
Weltkrieg wurden Dozer Blades am M4 Sherman montiert, der rn meisten Fiillen zur Hilfe beim Standardkonvoi l<am, wdhrend er unter
BeschuB eine gegnerische Drohung antizipieren konnte. Nach dem zweiten Weltl(rieg wurden Dozer Blade-Ausrustungen an den l\44

und M47 Panzern montiert, um das System noch zu verbessern. Als der l\r148 und der Iv'160 Panzer verfugbar wurden, wurde ein
standarisierter und neuer Bulldozer Blade montiert und wurden mehr Proberennen unternommen bis zum Ende der 6oer Jahren. Der
M9 Dozer Blade wurde zur Standardkonfiguration der U.S. Forces.

La capacite. pour un bulldozer, de franchir des obstacles ou des debris est devenue une realite durant la seconde guerre modiale.
L'avantage d'avoir un engin solide et tres mobile, qui plus est bien arm6, etalt enorme. Pendant la seconde guerre mondiale, des lames
de bulldozers furent mbntees sur des Shermans M4, qui alderent i deblayer sous les tirs ennemis tout en opposant leur pulssance de
feu. Apres la seconde guerre mondiale. des lames furent egalement montees sur des M46 et des ltt47 pour eprouver le systeme.
Lorsque les M48 et les tvl60 furent disponibles, un nouveau tank bulldozer standard fut cree et des tests furent effectues jusqu'6 la fin
des annees 60. Pour les forces armees Americaines, le standard des tanks bulldozers est devenu le M9.
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<Rmd this before you begin>

- Study the instructiofs before assemb ifg.
- Check the fit of each plece befor€ cementing nto place.

- D0 not use too much cemeft to join parts.

- Never use cement or palnt near open flame.
Open a wlndow or make area well veftilated when cement or paint ls in use.

- Tear up and throw away the empty piastic bags to avoid danger of suffocation for itfle ch dren.
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